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DCLAWS-129

KERCECTIVE NNK L 3 1985

AN ACT

DC.ACT5-182

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

0CT 01 1984

To amend the D.C. Code with regard to cases of child neglect
and abuse and to provide for more eguitable
compensation for attorneys representing indigent
parties in neglect proceedings; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

i

That this act may be cited as the "Neglect Representation

Equity Act of 1984".

Sec. 2. Title 16 of the D.C. Code is amended as
follows:

(a) Chapter 23 of D.C. Code, title 16, is amended by
adding the following in the table of contents:

"16.2326.1.Compensation of attorneys in neglect and
termination of parental rights proceedings.".

(b) Subsection (b) of D.C. Code, sec. 16-2304, is
amended to read as follows:

"(b)(1l) When a child is alleged—to be neglected or
when ths termination of the parent and child relationship is
under consideration, the parent, guardian or custodian of
the child named in the petition or in a motion to terminate
is entitled to be represented by counsel at all critical

stages of the proceedings, and, if financially unable to
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Enrol

charged with the representation of the child's best
interest.".
(c) A new D.C. Code, sec. 16-2326.1, is added to read
as follows:
"Section 16-2326.1. Compensation of attorneys in
neglect and termination of parental rights proceedings.
"(a)(1l) Except as provided for by subsections (b) and
(e), an attorney representing a person who is financially
unable to obtain legal counsel in a neglect proceeding or
appointed to serve as counsel or guardian ad litem for a
child who is the subject of a neglect proceeding shall, at
. the end of the representation or at the end of a segment of
4 the representation, be compensated at a rate not less than
the hourly rates established in D.C. Code, sec. 11-2604.
"(2) The attorney may make a claim for expenses
reasonably incurred during the course of the representation.
"(b) Compensation payable pursuant to this section
shall be subject to the following limitations:
"(1) for all proceedings from initial hearing
through disposition, the maximum compensation shall be $750;
"(2) for all subsequent proceedings other than
termination of parental rights, the maximum compensation
shall be $750 per year;
"(3) for proceedings to terminate parental
rights, the maximum compensation shall be $1,000; and
"(4) for appeal of trial court orders, the
maximum compensation shall be $500 per case.

"(c)(1l) A separate claim for compensation and




ayl usuM uotjeszussaidal xa1dwod IO PISPUSIXD I03J PaAo
Zew (q) uoraoasans Ul psptaocad junouE wnwIxew syl 3o

HoWeSINqUTaI PUE wotaesuaduod I0J sSwIETD (1)(3

ut 3
-pes ‘spod ‘0°A A4 P

"$C9C-11

1TARPTIFE U3 pUTTTI 3INOUITA PUE katanoss o S380

quem&edezd anoylTM 0S OP Kew uosxad ¥yl TeTqU

jo 3Inod 3Y3 o3 steedde uoT3d

psge;

4o01I3sTQ@ °U3 3I° sTeaddy

utodde sT 79SUNOD WoYM 103 uosxad e 31 (@

I9pun pa3i
-oses MPu ' 93BIATUT O3 powssp g TT1BUS 1F

e purtzuead 3aneo e Ag IspIo uE ‘gotTa3o9s STYZ Rq pazr

o sassodand 104 (p

sausuied I39Yylzo PpuUE uotaesuadwod 3

B -~

‘pred aq 03 JuswasINqUIal PUE uotyesusduod X13 11U
l sjanop Iotaadns =Y o1 pelzTwdns 39 1TeYsS SWIBI2 1
70 23Inod 3Yy3x I1° qanop xotaadng SU3 s1033q uey

peysTuany st uotaeaussaxdal 2I3YM gaseo ul (¥,

- k2aulo
o3 pted g o3 JusWesSINCUTaI PU® uoryesusadwod U3 Xi

gTeaddy O 3IANOD sUy3 IO 3iINeD zotasdng 24l (o

1830 Aue WO1I ISTI sues 8yl Ul poAT203X IO o o)
juswasINqUTSI PU® uotiesuadwod Yl PUE rqan00 9UN

putpusd sem 9sB®D SUI STTUM pPaIINDUT sasuadxa pue ‘P

2 swI3 =Y putkzyToads quswoIeIs

(Z58

$90TAISS rpapusdx
uzoms e AQ peoayxoddns 39 1TeysS wWwretd yoed

-sTeaddy 30 1InoD =Y3

uotaeausseadal 103 eTqUNTOD 3O 45TI3STQ U3 3°

Jo 3Inod Y3 °3 pue ‘3anod 3ITUZ s1039q uUOT3IEIU

103 3aned zotaadng @yl ©3 dp=U aq TTEYS IUSUSS

TBRT3TI0 PeTIoJuy



payment is necessary to provide fair compensation. The
request for payment shall be submitted by the attorney foxn
approval by the chief judge of the Superior Court upon
recommendation of the presiding judge in the case or, in
cases before the Court of Appeals of the District of
Columbia, approval by the chief judge of the Court of
Appeals upon recommendation of the presiding judge in the
case.

"(2) A decision shall be made by the appropriate
chief judge in the case of every claim filed under this
subsection.

"(g)(1) Counsel for a person who is financially unable
to obtain investigative, expert, or other services necessary
for adequate representation may reguest compensation for

services in an ex parte application.

"(2) Upon a finding, after appropriate inquiry in an
ex parte proceeding, that investigative, expert, or other
services are necessary but are not available through
existing court resources, and that the person is financially
unable to obtain them, the court shall authorize counsel to
obtain the services.

"(3) Compensation to be paid to a person for
services rendered under this subsection shall not exceed
$300, unless payment in excess of that limit is certified by
the court, as necessary to provide fair compensation for
services of an unusual character or duration, and the amount
of the excess payment is approved by the presiding judge in

the case.
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approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Code, sec.

1-233(c)(1)).

/A K ,/; / !. ’ 7‘:‘/ HE fr;
; ﬁéﬂ&zﬁ?ﬁ;,;”;/f£2%>4k41———'
1 Chairman
«ouncil of the District of Columbia

Mayor

District of Columbia

APPROVED: October 1, 1984




